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Parkfield Primary School.

Photo courtesy of The West Australian.
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IN THE COMMUNITY
Throughout 2012-13 iiNet staff clocked over 300 hours 
volunteering for a range of initiatives. From saving lives by helping 
out the Australian Red Cross, to working alongside the Australian 
Business and Community Network to mentor primary and high 
school students, and wrapping Christmas presents to support 
underprivileged kids,  staff partnered with organisations to 
support our community. 

iiNet’s staff involvement is based around four pillars of focus:

GIVE

PARTICIPATE

BE ACTIVE

BE KIND

FOR iiNET, BEING PART OF A COMMUNITY IS NOT 
ABOUT JUST MAKING AN APPEARANCE. WE 
CREATE MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIPS ACROSS 
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY AND WORK TOGETHER 
TO BUILD A BETTER FUTURE. IT IS ABOUT DOING 
WHAT WE CAN BECAUSE WE KNOW WE CAN 
MAKE AN IMPACT. 



Parkfield Primary School teacher Katheryn 
Perks was all smiles when she accepted 
a $5,000 cheque from iiNet and the West 
Australian newspaper, on behalf of her school.

The competition, which iiNet sponsored in 
association with ‘The West’ required primary 
school communities to send in coupons  
snipped from the daily newspaper. Each  
school was asked to include a wish as a part  
of its entry, explaining how the prize-money 
would be used. 

There was no hesitation on Katheryn and the school’s part – they 
were already successfully using iPads, following a trial to improve 
literacy and numeracy at the school. The only thing in the way of 
extending the benefits of the trial was the number of iPads available to 
the kids. The big plan: win the competition, buy more iPads!
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GIVE

Each year iiNet staff elect twelve charities that mean something to 
them. Every Friday, staff  fundraise for these organisations and last 
year raised in excess of $30,000. Special one off events like Pancake 
Day, St Patricks Day and Stress Down Day also contribute to the iiNet 
Give program.  
 
Over the last financial year we’re proud to have supported the 
Leukaemia Foundation, Autism West and the Australian Red Cross, 
among many others.
 

PARTICIPATE

iiNet staff partner with the Australian Business and Community 
Network (ABCN) to mentor primary and high school students. Perth 
staff have been volunteering at local schools since 2008 and this 
year staff based in Adelaide, Canberra and Melbourne joined the 
program.  

Through ABCN, iiNet volunteers visit schools to improve reading 
and literacy skills through the ABCN’s Spark program. Alongside 
this, ABCN’s GOALS program  has introduced staff to mentoring 
and coaching roles, helping students from high schools around the 
country to consider options in building their careers.

iiNET SCHOOLS’ WISH LIST WINNER EMBRACES 
TECHNOLOGY FOR EDUCATION 

iiNet exec, Steve Dalby made a visit to the school to present the 
winner’s cheque and then surprised the school with a bonus iPad, 
courtesy of iiNet. While Steve was there, Katheryn provided a short 
demonstration of some of the applications used by the Parkfield Year 
Two children. She demonstrated how the school was successfully 
exploiting the iPads to motivate the kids and improve literacy and 
numeracy outcomes.

Amongst other things, the iPads are being used by the Year Twos to 
research topics for report writing – reports that still had to be done 
the ‘old-fashioned’ way with pencil and paper. An app called Popplet 
helped to structure the research questions each child needed to 
answer and (using the iPad camera) taking a photo of the obligatory 
drawing in the report. Subsequently (say on parent night) holding the 
camera over the report (as a scanner) triggered the Aurasma app to 
provide the details of the research material sourced by the child for 
that report. Pretty cool.

Steve Dalby and 
Katheryn Perks.



73SPONSORSHIPS
Hawthorn Hawks

iiNet joined the Hawks family as a Principal Partner in 2013. 
Hawthorn is one of the biggest and most successful sporting clubs  
in Australia with over 63,000 members and even more supporters. 
Like us, Hawthorn Football Club has a passion for innovation and 
we’re proud to back a team who lead by doing things in new and 
different ways.

Perth Arena

iiNet is a proud founding partner of Perth Arena, WA’s newest home 
of live entertainment, music and sport. Perth Arena embraces 
technology as much as we do and iiNet upgrades the visit of each 
patron by providing free Wi-Fi at the venue as well as supporting the 
Perth Arena App.

BE ACTIVE

In 2012-13 iiNet staff took part in nearly 30 walks, runs and other 
fitness events all over Australia, New Zealand and Cape Town. 

Highlights include the Million Paws Walk, City 2 Surf in Sydney and 
Perth and Tough Mudder endurance races. iiNet staff have never 
been so fit (relatively).

BE KIND
Through the iiNet Community Partnerships program: 
■ The iiNet executive group allocates up to $20,000 of funding to 

grass roots community organisations including schools and local 
sporting groups. 

■ The in-kind program provides free Wi-Fi for approximately 20 
not-for-profit organisations.

■ iINet also provides direct or in-kind support to a range of local 
community groups. These include Lifeline WA (see box), Princess 
Margaret Hospital (see box), Murdoch University Foundation, 
Autism West and the Autism CRC. 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 
 
Lifeline WA

iiNet is the technology partner of Lifeline WA’s Crisis Support Chat. 
This online web chat service was extended nationally last year so 
those in need can access a Lifeline professional. It is another avenue 
of real time support for people who are overwhelmed and having 
difficulty coping or staying safe. 

Princess Margaret Hospital 

iiNet has a proud partnership with the Princess Margaret Hospital 
Foundation, which sees the PMH Megazone upgraded with five brand 
new computer pods with super-fast internet connections. The pods 
allow families access to the ‘net while they’re in hospital with their 
sick children, helping them stay connected to friends and family and 
on top of bills.
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