Help TURN AROUND the
World Trade Organisation
Do you want to eat imported beef treated with artificial growth hormones which could give you cancer?  The World Trade Organisation thinks you should.  Its panel of trade bureaucrats, which always meets in secret, has ruled that the USA and Canada can impose trade sanctions on Europe for protecting the health of its citizens by banning the suspect beef.  Artificial substances are used only to increase the profits of their multinational manufacturers.
The WTO has now forced Australia to allow imports of foreign salmon which, unlike our own,  does not have disease-free status.  Our Government has meekly agreed to this because it fears trade sanctions like those placed on Europe. By importing 24 exotic fish diseases into Australia, quarantine authorities have warned, we could pollute Australian ocean fisheries and salmon farms.
The WTO always puts the interests of multinational corporations first, ahead of those of the environment, workers, consumers, developing countries and animal welfare.  It also gives priority to corporate 'free trade' over human rights.  In 1996 the State of Massachusetts passed a law to discourage state government purchases from companies dealing with the tyrannical military regime of Burma.  The law was identical to those  passed by many countries, including Australia, against the 1980s apartheid regime of South Africa, but the European Union and Japan, encouraged by the multinational corporations who were losing business because of it, have challenged the law at the WTO.  If the WTO had been around in the 1980s, Nelson Mandela would probably still be in prison.
Since it was set up in 1995, the WTO has failed to live up to its promise that increasing free trade would lead to increased prosperity for everyone.  But WTO free trade has caused big increases in unemployment, inequality and job insecurity.  Now there are plans to boost the WTO’s powers still further, in a new round of negotiations timed to start next year, the so-called Millennium Round.  WE MUST STOP THIS FROM HAPPENING. 
Instead, there should be an assessment of the damage the WTO has already caused, to be carried out with the full participation of civil society in an open and transparent way and, then, a change to the WTO rules so that they operate for the benefit of citizens and the environment instead of bureaucracies and multinational corporations.  If we want democracy in the next Millennium rather than corporate rule, we need radical reform of the WTO, starting NOW!
"No New Round TURN AROUND!"
(PLEASE COPY AND DISTRIBUTE THIS LEAFLET WIDELY)
 What YOU can do to help stop
the WTO Millennium Round
·	Get informed - Subscribe to the StopMAI (WA) newsletter, Citizens' Voice (see below). On the internet, visit http://www.nettrek.com.au/~brian/ 
 Join the free StopWTORound email list: Go to http://www.onelist.com and, in the space beneath 'By Name or Subject', type StopWTORound.
·	Get Public Citizen’s booklet about the WTO from the internet at www.citizen.org/pctrade/gattwto/wto-book.pdf   If you don’t have access to the internet, contact StopMAI (see bottom of page) for a copy.
·	Spread the Word
Very few people have heard about the Millennium Round, or the Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI), so tell everyone you know about it - your family, friends, neighbours, workmates, trade union, religious organisation, etc.
·	Write to your federal MP and senators
Tell them your concerns about the plans to increase the powers of the WTO and the problems it has caused already.  Tell them there should be no new round of negotiations.  Ask them to demand an assessment of the WTO’s effects and then a change to its rules to repair any damage it is found to have done.  And ask them to bring this to the attention of the Prime Minister.
·	Join the ANTI-GLOBALISATION NETWORK
Contact StopMAI (see bottom of page).  It is free, but donations and a helping hand are always welcome. We are voluntary activists providing national and world support for caring citizens, workers, farmers, churches and other groups
·	Attend public meetings and committees which we hold from time to time.
Contact the StopMAI (WA) Coalition:
Mail your name, address and phone number to our postal address: 42 Central Avenue, Beaconsfield, WA 6162  (or fax 08 9335 7646)
Send $10 to receive 5 issues of our newsletter Citizens' Voice; or Ask to be registered as a supporter of our campaign and receive more information and notices of forthcoming public meetings; or.
Email brian@nettrek.com.au  or  dgiles@central.murdoch.edu.au
Phone 08 9246 3882 or 08 9335 5939
Website: http://www.nettrek.com.au/~brian/stopmai.htm

