
 
 
 
 
 
CURRICULUM AREA: MATHEMATICS 
 
TARGET YEAR LEVEL/S: Years 5 – 7 
 
CLASS TIME: 60 minutes 
 

LESSON BACKGROUND 
A problem solving activity that relates to the budgeting preparations that Chris & Clark carried out 
prior to their expedition. Students will be required to use a specified amount of money to purchase 
essentials from a pre-created list to use on the expedition. Students will understand that their 
budget is not ‘limitless’, and they must differentiate between ‘essentials’ and ‘non essentials’. 
 
OUTCOMES 

• Poses mathematical questions prompted by a specific stimulus or familiar context and 
uses problem-solving strategies that include those based on representing key 
information in models, diagrams and lists. 

• Students choose and use a repertoire of mental, paper and calculator computational 
strategies for each operations, meeting needed degrees of accuracy and judging the 
reasonableness of results. 

PREPARATION 
• Pre-created list of possible foods/equipment as well as prices that COULD be used on the 

expedition. (depending on the level of the students, the list should be adjusted to cater for 
their understanding) 

• Maths books or blank paper for working out. 
• List of equipment/foods that Chris & Clark purchase prior to their trip. 
 

STUDENT ACTIVITY 
1) Discuss with students what the go through when planning for a ‘camping’ trip. Allude this to 

C&C’s expedition, and shopping for foods and equipment. 
2) Hand students your created list of foods/equipment and prices. Ask students to consider 

what are the things on the list that they feel C&C MUST take on their expedition? What are 
the things that they might see as non-essentials? 

3) Discuss the idea of a ‘budget’. Tell students that they are to pretend that they will be 
heading on the 1000hourday expedition, and they must purchase the needs and wants for 
that expedition given your own specified budget (make sure that the budget you specify is 
reflective of the prices of the things you have put on the list). Students MUST make sure that 
they include in their budget what they believe to be the ESSENTIALS of the trip, as their 
goal is to get as close to the target budget without going over, as well as getting as close to 
C&C’s list of equipment as possible. 

4) Once a student claims to be finished (or as a class) compare their list with what C&C took. 



How close did they come? Did they include the essentials? What did they choose as their 
‘wants’? 

 

EXTENSION 
• The task can be modified in a variety of different ways to cater for a range of levels. 

Examples including adding the extra dimensions of ‘quantity’ and ‘mass’ of equipment, and 
what C&C will allow for in terms of those. 

• Students can examine the list of C&C’S ACTUAL equipment & food and calculate what they 
must of spent, and estimate what their budget must have been. 

 



  


